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Gillams Historical Society:  Gillams Museum

“Open Doors, August 20, 2008"

Walking Tour:  Museum, Graveyard, Fishing Stores and Heritage Trail

The Gillams Historical Society invites you to participate in “Open Doors” on
Wednesday, August 20, 2008 in this our inaugural year.  Our community boasts a rich
heritage that reaches back to the mid to late 1700s and the Blanchard family who first
settled here at about 1780 (Park, R., 1968.)  This makes Gillams one of the first
settlements established in the Bay of Islands, and William Blanchard, whose headstone
still stands just off the beach in our community, was one of the first settlers of European
decent, not only in Gillams, but in the whole Bay.

Your tour begins with a look at the many artifacts and
documents on display in our museum.  Please note that
many of the items and documents are quite fragile and
are easily damaged.  We ask our visitors not to handle
the items in our collection, and thereby help us maintain
and preserve them for the enjoyment of others in the
years ahead.

From the museum your tour will take you along
Pioneer Avenue to the Anglican Cemetery with
headstones dating back to 1863.  The cemetery is
one of the oldest in the Bay of Islands and holds
familiar surnames from Gillams and surrounding
communities including Blanchard, Park, House and
Brake. The Gillams Historical Society has recently
begun the process of identifying the many
unmarked graves in our cemetery.
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Leaving the cemetery, you turn to walk along our sandy
beach where you will find the headstone of William and
Elizabeth Blanchard, who died in 1850 and 1841
respectively.

As you walk along the beach you will note several
small buildings painted a deep red.  These
“fishing stores”  provided a base of operation for
local fishermen, and were restored with
assistance of the Newfoundland Heritage Society
during the summer of 2006.  Fishermen used the
buildings to store twine, nets, anchors, buoys,
paddles and other fishing gear. 

Retrace your steps along the beach, past the Museum and
on to the start of the “Heritage Trail.”  This 2.5 km walking
trail along the banks of Gillams Brook follows much of the
path used by local people for decades to access the
“farms” and the forests further within the valley.  


